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Abstract

The study of cultural heritage artifacts and the research of a protection and restoration intervention
create with - and are often limited to - a complete characterization of their surface. This is not only
factual for museum objects, but also for archaeological artifacts, because the object as it was
discovered may contain precious unknown information that could be lost by too much aggressive
interposition. Clayey tablets and metallic pins from the protohistoric site of Tappeh Sofalin have
been studied by means of mineralogical and chemical characterizations. The main part of the
research is done in order to get representative interpretation concerning the relationship between
these two tools, as the first technological features in writing in this period. Muli-analytical methods
were applied for these devotions. ICP-MS carried out in order to have the chemical compositions
of trace elements and ESEM was applied for discriminating the distribution of the elements on the
surface of the pin and the tablets. The elemental distributions getting a modeling of clustering with
respect to the similarities between the elements concentrated on the surface of the pin as well as on
the tablets. The clustering of the chemical, mineralogical results from this site is supported by
means of surface characterization via AFM microscopy that dedicated information on the use of
the pin as equipment appreciated for engraving the surface of tablets. The surface feature of the
objects was observed and controlled by the use of AFM. This microscope enables the study of the
electrically conductive or insulating specimen without precise coating or preparation; the AFM
involves of a microscale cantilever with a sharp angle (probe) at its end which is used to scan the
specimen surface. Thanks to very sensitive displacement controls of the specimen and of the tip by
piezoelectric tubes, the equipment allows a measurement of the surface topography with a precision
of less than one nanometer in height and a few nanometers in lateral position. The AFM is the only
method among these that provides the ability to quantify the majority of material types and also the
roughness of a surface characteristic and unrivaled three-dimensional spatial resolution. The AFM
offers total 3D surface measurement by imaging topography (height), where they can be
investigated to determine areal surface roughness parameters; for example statistics on the domain
and grain size or their hardness. Comparison of tools for surface characterization can provide the
information about materials properties beyond topography. For instance, AFMs can measure a
mechanical (e.g., elastic modulus), and functional properties (e.g., piezoelectric response). The
surface roughness of archaeological clay based materials altered due to different environmental
parameters, but the effect of graving in nanoscale on their surface can be investigated by atomic
force microscopy in order to identify the traces of elements which were remained as the residue
during the manufacturing process. On the other hand, this investigations help to trace the effects of
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the originality on the surface of an objects. Quantitative values of the roughness, the lateral
correlation length, and the roughness exponent are extracted from the measurement. The results
suggest some residual signs of originalities from the clay tablets during the manufacturing
processes.
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Fig. 3: The metallic pin excavated from Tappeh Sofalin.

Macroscopically and based on typical copper corrosion
patina is classified as bronze.
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Table 1: ICP-MS of major and minor components from the inner part and outer accumulation of the tablet in W%.

439&3 SlOz CaO3 Fe203 A1203 NaZO MgO Kzo on_r, MnO TlOz
Accumulation | 49.00 14.00 5.60 6.00 3.60 4.00 3.00 0.70 0.10 0.00
Rock 50.50 12.10 3.50 9.50 1.50 4.10 2.60 0.30 0.20 0.50

PPM ey IS slriang) 315 Bl 5 oo Sligusy 4l 53 5 ICP-MS 43555 j1 Jols e yolic e guls &Y Joas

Table 2: ICP-MS of trace components from the inner part and outer accumulation of the tablet in ppm.

Sample As Ba Cd Co Cr Cu Ge Ni Pb Sc
Surface 110 433 25 90 749 899 nd 292 394 123
Contamination
Rock 91 nd nd nd 25 102 nd 53 111 66
Ba | 1#aa gl g lendsl oo s JLu
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Table 3: ICP-MS of trace components of the soil in ppm.

SiO; | ALO; | FexO3 | CaO | NaO | MgO | MnO | P;Os KO TiO2 | Cu | Co | Ni | Sc
w% w% w% w% w% w% w% w% w% w% ppm ppm ppm ppm
27.22 17.2 4.98 37.68 1.22 5.06 0.98 0.44 1.11 0.77 | 323 | 120 | 315 | 111
Pb Ba Cr Cd Ge As Ni
ppm ppm ppm ppm ppm ppm ppm
303 224 12 nd nd 98 178
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Fig. 6: A) Scanning electron microscope image of the pin. B) Scanning electron microscope image in backscattered mode
with map pf elements such as Cu, Cl, Pb, Ca, Si, O

. o > -
mag O | mode | det vac mode 0 pm
1000 x |Z Cont| BSED | Low vacuum Bau- und Werkstoffchemie

A gy LY YU wSaie Ho b sladily (53505 Y 15 50 oS b Sal goos ol o dy diges S5V S5

Fig. 7: Top of the pin with accumulation of calcite under the corrosion layer. Fragments with high reflection are lead.
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Fig. 8: A) Scanning electron image of the bottom of pin. B) Scanning electron image of the surface with the trace of such
elements as Cu, Cl, Pb, Ca, Si, O.
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Fig. 9: AFM image of the surface and topography of the tablets, with trace of scratch effect. Scratching is shown with the
sign of wavy lines around the scratch, based on mechanical properties of the surface of tablets.
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