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Abstract

There are many archacological sites in Iran that have been remained unknown and have been ignored
during these years with our neglect and under the pretext of the growth of cities and villages. The study
of these sites, each of which is a ring in the history of human studies, is necessary for the correct
understanding of the culture of the past. In the village of Koukherd -which is located in Bastak,
Hormozgan province- there is a less well-known ancient site, which is called “Sibeh” by inhabitants of
the village as well as in some written documents, too. Today, the ancient city of Sibeh is located on the
southwest of the village of Koukherd, where a several residential houses are built on the site core zone
of the historic city in the north-east. The dispersion of remains from prehistoric to the late Islamic era
around the Koukherd region, the existence of rock paintings from prehistoric to Islamic, the water
structure of Terench, which is constructed in Sassanid period and the Islamic tomb of Dogonbadan, all
demonstrate the richness of this region. In 2017, archaeological surveys and in particular, the
geophysical survey were carried out by the archaeological mission under the direction of
Mohammadkhani in the ancient site of Koukherd village. The collect of some of sherds pottery were
one of the actions carried out during the archaeological surveys. Glaziers and design of the collected
pieces indicate their belonging to the Islamic period, but their exact dating will definitely require more
studies and experiments in the future. Other activities were included studying, photographing, and
survey of two tomb building and bathroom/Hammam which catried out by the archaeologists. The
purpose of this research was to introduce the ancient site of Sibeh city and to express the results of the
surveys which will cause acquaintance with this ancient site and future supplementary studies by other
researchers. At first, the contents from written sources was presented where it was tried to provide a
brief description of the site. In the following, with the pictures and short written, two ancient buildings,
the tomb and the bathroom/Hammam were introduced. Also, by presenting the tables of pottery
analysis, got acquainted with the site's pottery and by showing maps obtained from geophysical surveys
and digital maps, and studying and analyzing data, the contents have been arranged. One of the
including activities done in these surveys was the determination of the site core zone of the ancient city
of Sibeh, and the identification of archaeological monuments in the sphere of influence of site that
included the tomb and the bath/Hammam. With geophysical surveys, subsurface structures appeared
in different parts of the site. The most important anomalies appeared in the magnetic survey in the
eastern part of the ancient site are regular linear anomalies, which are marked on the map (Fig. 10) in
the western part of the Sibeh bath/Hammam area and show a rectangular structure that is located in
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the northwest corner of another square structure. In the west of the Sibeh city, in the cemetery part of
the Dogonbadan - because of the existence of the Bunjeron part/Stone town and ancient graves, the
eastern part of the Dogonbadan was selected for magnetic survey - in the north part of the magnetic
map, there are regular linear magnetic anomalies that clearly indicate the plan of subsurface structutes.
Although the existence of some monument around the archaeological site confirms that this geographic
area has been settlement in pre-Islamic, the results of this fieldwork and superficial pottery samples
studied have lead the authors to doubt about assigning the site to pre-Islamic petriod.
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Fig. 1: Geographical location of Koukherd relative to Bastak and Harang
(Source: https:/ /www.Google earth.com, 2017/08/01)
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Fig. 2: Geographical location of Sibeh city and Koukherd and archaeological monuments in the sphere of influence of Sibeh
city. (Soutce: https:/ /www.Google earth.com, 2017/08/01)
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Fig. 3: Right: Pineapple dome of Dogonbadan. Left: The roof of the tomb of Dogonbadan from inside
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Fig. 4: Right: Tomb of Dogonbadan and in front of the picture tomb of Seyyed Mozaffar Seyyed Mansour. Middle: Seyyed
Mozaffar Seyyed Mansour's tomb in the Koukherd cemetery, south-east view. Left: Koukherd historical cemetery
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Fig. 5: Right, top: Sibeh's bath / Hammam before excavation. Left, top: bathroom / Hammam during excavation. Down:
status of the Hammam of Sibeh in 2017
(Source: Islamic Council of village of Koukherd archive 2017, personal communication, May 10)
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Fig. 6: Some pieces of surface pottery of the ancient city of Sibeh
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Fig. 7: Drawing pieces of surface pottery of the ancient city of Sibeh (Disign: Roustaii Farsi E 2017, August 21)
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Table 1: Description of the pieces of pottery in the ancient city of Sibeh

s coiS Color of the pottery
Quality of the célo o8 Manufacturing 050l Oyl 092 092 0 0 K5 4shad g4
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b e [ R R Lo ol B 9 |
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Very delicate P(i%i; \\?:El:d \ L;Z;lgnc Enough | Light Yellow Light Yellow Light Yellow Lip




gl oo gldosls Gubwl o 03 3595 —buw 3l (oliwb (5abgo (49 20 /uaulis silouw g (I do20 v ygS . Leuls
\_SMU 3

by )
i coS Color of the pottery
Quality of the cébw 48 Manufacturing 0 50l Oyl 099 09y 0 et ) dalad g3
pottery technique Combination]  heat inside out Substance color | Piece type |No.
g Lawgodily oy : " . "
e ] R - o8 S FSE o o s
; Made with Medium sand .
Medium Enough Red Gray Red Lip
pottery wheel
. g Lewgodily oy . L L L.
bwgis e N o8 o8 o8 <
Medium ade wi cdium san Enough Red Red Red Lip
pottery wheel
B 2 & l‘ <&
by otz Lasgiodls o3| 3 58 il 58 4 |,
; Made with . loged . 0
Medium Medium sand| Enough Red Red Lip
pottery wheel Maroon
N > Y L’ . a
Luwgio e bugiodls 3| (SBL | JJ‘ P2 o o o o8 o8 oy
Medium Made with Medium sand |Inadequate SleRe Light salmon Red Lip
pottery wheel Maroon
b e 2080 oy S Slojoxd <l oo bl S35 o "
. Made with Fne sand Turquoise . .
Delicate Enough Turquoise glaze | Pale goldenrod Lip
pottery wheel g glaze g g
Lwgie N dec’%ith Lol o3| o8 o8 o8 <o,
Medium W Medium sand| Enough Red Red Red Base
pottery wheel

Dgus 0 049D Lm)I%J 30 Golore )13] ‘L;Laé 451535) e L;!?).ﬁ g )| 20 el o d;),o S (e C.la.w :C«wl) A-dl Jgu‘:
Fig. 8-A: Right: The earth's surface in the central part of Sibeh, the south-east view. Left: The seasonal river, architectural
evidences ate seen in the walls.
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Fig. 8-B: Right: Sibeh city, central part, south view. Left: Ancient cultural evidences in the seasonal river
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Fig. 8-C: Right and left: Sibeh city, the western wall of the seasonal river, architectural evidences are seen on the wall.
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Fig. 9: Magnetic survey method in the ancient site of Sibeh city using Cesium-Rubidium magnetometer
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Fig. 10: Magnetic map of the Sibeh city and its overlap in aerial photography
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Fig. 11: Interpretation of the magnetic map of the Sibeh city
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Fig. 12: Otthogonal photo of the Bunjeron patt / stone patt in the west of the Sibeh city in the cemetery of Dogonbadan
(this part is located in the eastern part of the tomb of Dogonbadan and is located 50 meters from it)
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Fig. 13: Magnetic map of the Bunjeron part, the cemetery of the Dogonbadan of Koukherd in the west of the Sibeh city
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Fig. 14: Interpretation of the magnetic map of the Bunjeron part, the cemetery of the Dogonbadan of Koukherd in the
west of the Sibeh city
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