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Abstract

The eatliest settlements in the Silveh River Basin date back to the Neolithic and the Late Chalcolithic.
By the end of the sixth millennium and the beginning of the fifth millennium BC, the region was
densely populated by human societies. Examination of settlement patterns helps to study the
formation of archaeological sites in the environmental context. In fact, one can never turn a blind
eye to the impact of environmental factors on the formation of settlements. The Chalcolithic sites
represent the Dalma Period in northwest Iran. The early Chalcolithic pottery traditions in the Silveh
River Basin indicate cultural relations with other parts of northwest Iran and the Central Zagros,
while the Late Chalcolithic assemblages attest to interactions with northern Mesopotamia, Caucasia,
and eastern Anatolia. Archaeological work in the Silveh region and the archaeological data from the
local settlements have brought about a new perspective in archaeological studies of the Piranshahr
region. Thus, the study and analysis of cultural materials from the region can contribute to
establishing relative chronologies for the regional cultures.
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Introduction

Pottery assemblages from the regional sites have demonmstrated the presence of indications from
the cultural traditions of the Zab Basin[1-2], South Caucasus[3], Eastern Anatolia, and North
Mesopotamia in this part of the southern Lake Urmia region[4-5]. With a descriptive-analytical
approach, the present paper attempts to answer the question of how the regional settlement patterns
had evolved in prehistoric times. Various variables such as rainfall and proximity to rivers have been
analyzed. The results suggest that such variables as access to permanent water sources and altitude
had affected the formation of the settlements. Also from the cultural point of view, the results attest
to the presence of Early Neolithic material culture as well as the influences of Hasanlu VIII and
Hasanlu VII periods in this cultural sphere. The present research studies the recorded cultural
materials and analyzes the settlement patterns of the identified sites.

Research method

A large number of sites were identified in the course of the surveys of the Silveh region. Based on
the typology and comparative studies of the surface finds, especially sherds, the collected artifactual
assemblages belong to different chronological horizons (Neolithic, Chalcolithic, Bronze Age, Iron
Age, and later historical and Islamic periods). Eleven sites date to prehistoric times. Silveh region’s
research project started aimed at examining and identifying settlement sites, and introducing pertinent
historical relics. Understanding the position of the region in archeological studies of northwest Iran,
ascertaining the factors affecting the formation of settlements, analysis of settlement patterns, and
finally examining their regional and transregional interactions are the main objectives of this project.

Research Findings

The reconnaissance survey of the Silveh region identified a total of 39 sites [6]. This region has long
attracted human groups and contains the earliest cultural monuments due to its copious rivers and
springs, cool and temperate climate, suitable vegetation, fertile soil, and rich pastures. The earliest
cultural evidence was identified at Barjuga, in the form of a handaxe dating to the Neolithic period
(Fig. 1). Six sites were identified from the Chalcolithic period, all lying on the Silveh River. The
existence of the river as a permanent water source can be argued to have been the most important
environmental factor informing the formation and persistence of the regional settlements (Figs .2, 3).
Based on their short distance from the river and the use of water sources, the coeval sites represented
permanent and farming villages.

< Fig. 1: Stone tools from the Neolithic period (by authors)
»  Fig. 2: Early Chalcolithic sherds: Dalma Impressed ware (by authors)
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Fig. 3: Late Chalcolithic pottery: chaff-faced ware (by authors)
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Fig. 4: Ceramics from historic periods (by authors)
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The beginning of the Bronze Age and the end of the Chalcolithic period mark a transformation in
the situation of settlements in the region. During this period, a number of earlier sites such as Tepe
Sheikh Ismail, Tepe Haft Sheikhan, Tepe Kore Kani, and Hawar Fatem, would be re-settled. The
multi-petiod sequences recorded at these sites indicate the importance of the region and the allure of

these centers for human communities in different periods. Basically, this could not have resulted

simply from a particular cultural attraction in a certain period.

The relative drop in the number of settlements in this period compared to the previous period is well
evident. A sort of convergence or combination of several settlements was seemingly responsible for
this pattern. Even the size of settlements in this period appears to have been larger than those of the
Chalcolithic period. This indicates a social change through which a larger settlement was established
through the merging several smaller ones. In this regard, some of these changes might have led to
the transition of regional communities from traditional societies relying on agricultural and
domesticated animal products to centralized industrial centers focused on production of workshop
goods, a transition which in turn will indicate further growth of social and economic complexities. In
the Bronze Age, Tepe Sheikh Ismail seemingly assumed the central place across the plain, and was
possibly considered a major and strategic settlement at the time.

Analysis of the Iron Age settlement patterns in the region might be advantageous when examining
the extent of changes that occurred in the eatlier Bronze Age patterns (Fig. 4). An overview of the
layout of these settlements shows a relative persistence of the Bronze Age patterns. The fact that the
number of settlements increased in this period while most of the previous settlements were still
inhabited can suggest that it was a period of much more rapid growth compared to the previous
period in terms of demographic changes.

Conclusions

With the beginning of the historical period, especially the Parthian period, the Silveh region enjoyed
a certain prosperity and development. In this period, the study area, as a very small part of
northwestern Iran, witnessed an unprecedented increase in the number of settlements and possibly
also in population, and almost the entire region exhibits settlement evidence. Narrow valleys and
highlands were also occupied by mobile groups. Contemporaneous settlements are seen as seasonal
sites or mounds with multi-period sequences, in rigid landscapes and over the plain and its
surroundings. Silveh has not received much attention in the Islamic period. Marginalization of the
region might have been the main reason for this lack of attention. The study resulted in the
identification of 16 Islamic sites, including eleven permanent and seasonal settlement sites and five
cemeteries. These sites are often located near modern villages, and it seems that they can be regarded
as the villages from the Islamic period.
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Figure 1: Location of the area on the map (Authors)
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Table 1: Details of the settlements of Silveh region (Authors)
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Figure 15: Map and diagram of distribution of settlements in relation to slope directions (Authors)
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